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Probable cause is the standard which police authorities use to establish a reason to obtain a warrant. the arrest of a suspected criminal or to obtain a search warrant.  Probable cause is a standard also used by juries to grand them warrant to issue criminal indictments. Probable cause provides reasonable grounds to ascertain that a certain suspected person has committed a crime, especially when justifying a search warrant, warrant of arrest, or preferring a charge on the criminal. Probable cause is a criminal law requirement that must be met before any police officer makes an arrest, carry out a search, seize property or obtain a warrant, (Crespo, 2019).  Probable cause was established in the Fourth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which states that people have the right to be free from unreasonable government invasion into their persons, households, and businesses. To establish probable cause, Police officers must point out objective circumstances leading them to believe that a suspect committed a crime. Likewise, the court must discover that there is probable cause to believe the defendant committed the crime before they are prosecuted.
Three ways in which probable cause can be established are:
i. Using trained dogs: In the United States of America, trained dogs are used to smell narcotics, a method ruled by several courts as an effective way to sufficiently establish probable cause. The dogs alert the officers if the area of search, especially luggage smells of drugs, hence providing enough probable cause for the officer to obtain a warrant for deeper search and even arrest if appropriate. 
ii. Through cyber-surveillance: law enforcement officials have been authorized by the court to access the communication information whenever they have a reasonable suspicion that the information they were accessing was part of criminal activities, (Shapiro, 2020). 
iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reports from victims or witnesses: A warrant for investigation and hence the establishment of probable cause can also begin from a report by a victim or witness of a suspected crime. 
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